General Description

Baltic Barometer 2014 (BB 2014) was generated within the framework of a research project addressing the backlash against European values in a post-communist setting, i.e. the manifold instances of populist attacks on or challenges to tolerance, liberal democracy, European integration, respect for human rights and the protection of minority rights. The three Baltic states were singled out as perfect cases for testing the magnitude and potential risk of a such a backlash; each country being in itself divided into two major groups of people: a Baltic national core and a Russian speaking minority (in Lithuania including people of Russian as well as Polish nationality).  The Baltic national core and the Russian minority populations are culturally distinct and frequently at odds on fundamental issues such as democracy and geopolitical orientation. We have therefore chosen to present the data from the three countries by language group.  

Baltic Barometer 2014 is the first comparative study of the Baltic countries since Richard Rose’s most recent New Baltic Barometer (NBB VI, 2004) and covers the first decade of Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian NATO and EU membership. With the financial and sovereign debt crises of 2008–2012 and mounting tensions with Russia life within NATO and the EU was to be less smooth than presumably anticipated in 2004. Ten years on, Europe nevertheless defends its position as a major point of reference, not least among Baltic Russian speakers; and EU membership is widely seen as beneficial. But there are also many critical voices, particularly in Latvia.  

In Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, European integration coincides with an ongoing process of state and nation building.  The virtual collapse of the territorial attachment to Russia among Estonian and Latvian Russians between 2004 and 2014 may be seen as part of both.  A similar shift of loyalties towards the nation state and Europe occurred in Lithuania between 2002 (NBB V) and 2004 (NBB VI).   But the ties to Russia remain strong and – unlike the national core populations – Baltic Russians generally see Russia as a trustworthy and friendly partner. 

*

Baltic Barometer 2014 uses the same marker – the respondents’ choice of language for the interview – as NBB to identify majority and minority respondents. Though the focus of this survey is on European integration (2004–2014), the questionnaire includes a number of items familiar from the six NBB surveys between 1993 and 2004. This time span (1993–2014) coincides with a number of fundamental changes in the Baltic countries; and taken together the seven comparative surveys offer a unique opportunity to follow the response to these changes and challenges over time. 

The architects of the questionnaire for Baltic Barometer 2014 would like to express their gratitude to the Foundation for Baltic and East European Studies for generous funding. 
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